
STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION
TOWN OF WATERFORD

THE TOWN OF WATERFORD HAS AN ONGOING STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PROGRAM THAT IS IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

(NYSDEC) AND THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (USEPA). THE TOWN PROGRAM INCLUDES

HAVING PASSED TWO (2) STORMWATER RELATED LAWS; PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH; TOWN-WIDE

STORMWATER INSPECTIONS OF ITS KNOWN STORMWATER OUTFALLS AND MORE. 

 

AS PART OF THE TOWN'S PUBLIC OUTREACH, LISTED BELOW ARE A FEW THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU:

PLAN YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS WHILE PROTECTING OUR WATERS

Making changes to your property can be a win-win. However, if you've got bare dirt on your property rainfall can carry it to the

storm sewer and directly to our rivers and canals. This excess dirt (sediment) clogs the storm sewer system and contributes to

localized flooding, carries pollutants that attach to the soil particles, and fills in the body of water that it ultimately flows to.

Keep exposed dirt from leaving your property the best you can!

EXPOSED DIRT IS WANDERING DIRT

STORM SEWERS ARE VEINS FLOWING TO THE CANALS AND RIVERS

It's tempting to dump paint and oil into nearby storm grates, but not only does all of that flow directly (untreated) into our

canals and rivers- it's also illegal. It's what the NYSDEC calls an "illicit discharge"  (anything entering the storm sewers that's not

composed entirely of rainwater or snow melt). Leaking vehicles and dumpsters, dripping oil cans, soapy water from car washing

and things like that are illicit discharges. Wash vehicles on gravel or grass, or the car wash, if you can! Repair leaking vehicles or

put a drip pan under the leak until you can tend to it. As for motor oil, lots of oil retailers accept used oil for recycling., 

STORMWATER FLOWS, UNTREATED, TO ITS RECEIVING WATERS

FERTILE SOIL IS GOOD FOR GARDENS, TO A POINT

Over fertilizing the lawn, or applying fertilizer right before it rains, means that extra fertilizer will likely end up in the canals

and rivers. Algae loves fertilizer too, and will grow in abundance if it can. Ultimately, algae and other aquatic plants that

explode in population from the extra fertilizer use up the oxygen in the water. This means less oxygen for fish and, ultimately,

fish can't survive in these conditions. If you use fertilizer, make sure to follow the directions. Pet waste that is left out in the

rain contributes to bacteria, viruses and parasites, and can harm the rivers and canals. It's just best to pick up after the pets! 

PET WASTE AND EXTRA LAWN FERTILIZER END UP IN OUR SURFACE WATERS

DISPOSE TRASH AND OTHER ITEMS PROPERLY

Dumping trash, oil drums, furniture, appliances and other items anywhere except a designated disposal location is illegal and

potentially bad for the waters receiving runoff from improperly disposed trash. Unlike standard public sewer grates (which

flow directly to our local waterways) dumps and other formal collection facilities are designed to capture and treat polluted

rainwater the flows over and through our trash. Not sure what to do with your old couch, broken washer, pails of paint, or

used motor oil cans? Give us a call! We're happy to help.

ILLEGAL DUMPING IS BANNED IN THE TOWN

ASK IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, AND FEEL FREE TO SPEAK UP!

As we continue to implement our program, we completely understand that there is a learning curve.  Our goal is to educate

everyone to the extent that we never have to issue a warning, violation, or fine. Ultimately, we want to keep our waters clean,

our fish healthy, and all who use the water for recreation healthy. Please share this information with your neighbors or anyone

else you think might benefit from it, and reach out to us if you have questions or see anything you think we should check out.

We  look forward to being your partner in stormwater pollution prevention in our Town...

OUR AIM IS TO SHARE INFORMATION, HELP OUR RESIDENTS MAKE POSITIVE CHANGES, AND WORK TOGETHER

Town of Waterford Stormwater Resources
www.waterfordstormwater.com


